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THE  SOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON 
HERTS  (No cl) _  SANITARY 
1  9  4  It 


On  Instruction  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  report  is 

again  curtailed. 


A  summary,  given  below,  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  In  the 
different  districts,  shows  that  the  routine  work  has  been  maintained 
in  spite  of  abnormal  conditions  of  work  and  staffing* 

A  feature  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  was  a  wide-spread 
outbreak  of  measles  in  the  district;  1.780  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  probably  there  were  more;  there  were  four  deaths. 
There  was  a  simultaneous  prevalence  of  whooping  cough;  291  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year  and  there  were  two  deaths. 

There  were  sporadic  cases  of  scarlet  fever  throughout  the 
year,  but  the  disease  never  approached  epidemic  proportions. 


At  the  end  of  March  and  during  the  month  of  April.,  there 
occurred  an  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery  which  Involved  the  Borough 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  certain  parts  of  the  Rural  District  of  Hcmcl 
Hempstead;  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  cases  there  were,  but 
the  Infection  was  certainly  wide-spread.  The  disease  was,  in  my 
opinion,  introduced  through  certain  milk  imported  into  the  district. 
All  precautionary  stops  possible  were  taken  and  by  the  end  of 
.April  the  outbreak  was  reduced  to  very  small  proportions,  gradually 
disappearing  after  this.  The  ready  acceptance  of  instructions  and 
advice  by  contacts  and  carriers  was,  I  am  sure,  a  grjat  factor  in 
the  cutting  short  of  the  outbreak;  there  was  one  death.  There 
were  further  outbreaks  of  this  infection  at  Berkhamsted  later  on  in 
the  year;  in  one  case  the  infection  was  limited  to  children  in  a 
large  institution  and  in  another  to  a  house  occupied  by  several 
families.  Prompt  preventive  measures  in  both  cases  cut  short  the 
outbreak  and  successfully  prevented  any  spread  outside  those 
premises • 

Several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  simultaneously  during 
the  summer.  The  cause  v/as  not  conclusively  determined,  but  there 
were  strong  grounds  for  attributing  the  cause  to  an  origin  outsido 
the  districto  Here  again,  the  willing  co-operation  of  contacts  and 
carriers  did  much  to  prevent  any  outbreak  and  actually  there  were 
no  secondary  cases. 


There  wore  34  cases  of  diphtheria  throughout  the  year,  many 
cases  occurring  in  adults.  Much  progress  was  made  In  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  of  children  against  diphtheria;  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
immunisation  of  all  school  children  on  their  school  premises, 
parents  also  being  invited  to  attend  with  children  under  school 
age,  and  through  the  kindness  of  the  County  School  Medical  Officer 
it  was  found  possible  to  enlist  the  services  of  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers  to  carry  out  this  work  in  the  elementary 
schools,  except  in  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead,  whore  the 
Borough  School  Medical  Inspectors  did  the  work*  Most  of  this  work 
was  carried  out  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year;  later  In  the 
year  monthly  clinics  were  inaugurated  at  Berkhamsted,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Kings  Langley  and  Tring,  under  the  aegis  of  the  appropriate  local 
authorities o  Arrangements  were  made  with  certain  local  medical 
practitioners  to  carry  out  this  work.  Both  at  these  clinics  and  at 
the  sessions  for  immunisation  previously  held  at  the  schools,  much 
help  has  been  afforded  in  the  different  districts  by  members  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  who,  by  forming  teams  to  assist  the 
medical  officer  carrying  out  the  immunisation,  both  facilitated 
and  acc derated  the  work.  The  school  nurses  in  the  different 
districts  also  attended  and  have,  in  many  cases,  by  their  enthusiasm 
greatly  promoted  the  attendance ' of  children  for  this  treatment.  ^ 


% 
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Propaganda  has  been  practiced  in  the  form  of  posi>ers  and 
circulars  to  parents  and  other  methods  of  maintaining  the  nocoseurv 
interest  in  this  work,  are  envisaged  for  19420 

The  tablo  bolow  gives  the  number  of  children  in  each  district 
who  were  Immunised  through  the  local  authorities  scheme  during  1.941 


Under  5  Between  5  and  15 

TOTAL 

BOROUGH  *0F  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

184 

1,661 

i;845 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

182 

921 

.L  ij.'.w 

BERKHAMSTED  URBAN  DISTRICT 

69 

1,113 

1,132 

BERKHAMSTED  RURAL  DISTRICT 

48 

597 

445 

TRING  URBAN  DISTRICT 

36 

435 

471 

BOROUGH  OP  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
VIS ITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


general  Houses  «  Public  Health  Act 

-  Housing  Act 

-  Overcrowding 

«  Infectious  Disease  and 
Disinfection 
Complaints  investigated 
Drainage  inspections  and  tests 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Factories,  Workshops  and  Vlo^kn'laoes 
Bakehouses 
Cinemas 
Schools 
Shops  Acts 
Petroleum  Stores 
Common  Yards  and  Passages 
Re-visits  to  promises  under  notice 
Work  in  progress 

Interviews  with  Own err  _  run id  err  . 

Verminous  premises 

Cesspools 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 
Canal  Boats 
Hotels  and  Beerhouses 
Rivers  and  Streams 
Water  S amp 1 e s  T ake n 
Miscellaneous  visits  and  Inspect 
Visits  re  Billeting 
Dustbin  survey  visits 
lid  dr  nnd  F  ood  S  laugh  to  rh  ou  ses 
~Bu tehees  Shops 
Publ i c  Marko t  s 

General  Food  Shops  and  Promises 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 

Milk  Semples  Taken  -  Minit  Test 
Visits  re  Food  Control 
Fried  Fish  Shops 


Tote I  visits  and  inspections 


548 

26 

27 


584 

258 

593 

17 

6 

6 

137 

64 


39 


CT,’ 


187 
2 , 063 
220 


7 

206 

21 

4 


o4 

29 

225 

7 

.235 

78 

171 

112 

431 

51 

64 

84 


601 

40 


8,982 
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NOTICES  SERVED 


Public  Health  Act  ,  578 
Housing  Act  37 
Shops  Acts  16 
Factory  Act  3 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  13 

Total  notices  served  647 


SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  NUISANCES  ABATED 


Dwelling  Houses’  *  '  1,006 
W.C’s.  and  Dustbins  453 
Drainage  and  Cesspools  122 
Slaughterhouses  8 
Shops  and  Offices  51 
Food  Premises  37 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  21 
Factories  and  Workshops  15 
Miscellaneous  77 


1,790 


The  aforementioned  figures  show  that  the  Sanitary  Inspection 
work  of  the  Borough  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  war  period 
particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Corporation  were 
without  the  services  of  one  Sanitary  Inspector  for  a  period  of 
nineteen  months  (from  March  1940  to  December  1941)  whilst  he  was 


away  on  war  service. 

(sgd.)  F. APPLE YARD, 

CHIEF  SANITARY 

1 NCI ECTOR 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 

Admittod  to 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria* 

24 

24 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

-•  55 

53 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

2 

Nil 

Cerobro  Spinal  Meningitis  2 

2 

Nil 

Measles 

541 

21 

2 

Whooping  Cough  > 

109 

2 

2 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

138 

90 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3 

,  Nil 

Erysipelas 

4 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

•to 

Pneumonia 

2 

m 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


General  Houses  -  Public  Health  Act  95 

-  Housing  Act  41 

-  Overcrowding  5 

-  Infectious  Disease  and 

Disinfection  71 

Complaints  investigated  43 

Drainage  Inspections  and  tests  47 

Tents,  Vahs  and  Sheds  4 

Factories,  Workshops,  etc.  12 


-3 


Bakehouses  1  '*  11 

Shops  Acts  Nil 

Petroleum  Stores  22 

Re**visits  to  premises  under  Notice  126 

Verminous  Premises  5 

Cesspools  13 

Meat  and  Food Water  Samples  taken  14 

"Miscellaneous  visits  15 

Slaughterhouses  12 

Butchers  Shops  30 

General  Pood  Shops  and  Premises  10 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  •  6 

Cowsheds  85 


NOTICES  SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH 


Notices  outstanding  from  1940 
Notices  served  during  1941 
Notices  complied  with  during  1941 
Notices  outstanding  during  1941 


NUISANCES  AND.  DEFECTS;  .REMEDIED 


( sgd* ) 


Houses 

Drainage  and  Cesspools 

Eo C  *  s * ,  C  *  s  «  and  Dustbins 

Shops  Acts 

Miscellaneous 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

£  ;T.i  .•)  Stephens  on.  sanitary  inspector  and  surveyor* 
notable  infectious  disease . 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Admitted  to 

Notified  .  Hospital 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Paratyphoid 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery  (Sonne) 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


10 

10 

17 

17 

1 

Nil 

237 

2 

58 

Nil 

17 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

7 

tow 

4 

ton 

1 

to* 

26 

B1 

69 

18 


106 

30 

15 

Nil 

3 

21 


Deaths 

to*a -■****; 

Nil 

Nil 

-Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


*  Nil 


BERKHAMSTED  URBAN  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

If.  -  .  -I  O.  ■  .  • ,  -k 1,  »  ■  mm.,  -  --  —  1  -  IT 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


General  Houses  —  Public  Health  Act  38 

-  Housing  Act  39 

-  Overcrowding  7 

-  Infectious  Di3  cases... .and 

Disinfection  '  -84 

-  Complaints  investigated  12 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  50 

Common  Lodging  Houses  10 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  “45 

Petrol  Licences  22 

Bakehouses  10 

Verminous  premises  5 

Water  Samples  taken  by  U.D.C,  7 

Tests  re  Water  Chlorination  97 

Inspections,  ra.  premises  occupied, .by  .Military-  4 


Meat  and  Food  Butcher  Shops  25 

Public  Markets  60 

General  Foodshops  and  Premises  45 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  20 

Cowsheds  10 

Milk  samples  taken  for  Minit  test  114 

Milk  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological 

examination  1 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  24 

DISINFECTION  Premises,  Bedding,  etc.  disinfected 

after  Infectious  Disease  133 

Bundles  of  Bedding  disinfected  for 

Evacuation  Department  and  the  Military  70 


During  the  year  19  Preserved  Food  premises  wore  inspected  and 
Certificates  issued. 


NOTICES  SERVED  14  Statutory  Notices  re  defects  were  served  on 
owners  of ■ properties  during  the  year. 

(sgd.)  JNO.R.HADFIELD,  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

26 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

4 

5 

Nil 

Measles 

563 

9 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

56 

Nil 

Nil 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningiti 

s  3 

3 

Nil 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

32 

16 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

3 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

mm 

Nil 

u 


BERKHAMSTED  RURAL  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MAGS 


General  Houses  -  Public  Health  Act  87 

-  Housing  Act  43 

-  Overcrowding  27 

-  Infectious  Disease  and 

Disinfection  48 

-  Complaints  investigated  39 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  75 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  19 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  27 

Bakehouses  8 

Schools  12 

Petroleum  Stores  19 

Work  in  progress  287 

Verminous  premises  11 

Cesspools  49 

Canal  Boats  18 

Licensed  premises  (Hotels  and  Beerhouses)  12 
Rivers  and  Streams  •  16. 

Visits  ro  Evacuation  and  Billeting  157 

Premises  disinfected  34 

Meat  and  Food  Slaughterhouses  8 

Cowsheds  and  Dairios  76 

Milk  samples  taken  -  Minit  test  23 

Water  samples  taken  2 

-5-* 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


Houses 

Drainage  and  Cesspools 

W.C*s. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

«  «  « 

Factories  * 

(sgd. )  JESSE  OAKES ;  SANITARY  , ^ 

NOTIFIABLE  INFE 


197 

56 

39 

10 

A 


Total  Graces 

Admitted  to 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

De  aths 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

20 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

3 

Nil 

Measles 

216 

I 

Nil 

Who oping  Cough 

26 

M 

Nil 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

34 

2 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

c  • 

Pneumonia 

.  3 

*-• 

v; 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

ry 

O 

Nil 

TRING  URBAN  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  ..INSPECTOR 
VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Gonoral  Houses  -  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  3.10 

~  Overcrowding  1 

**  Disinf ec tions  c arried  out  29 

-  Complaints  investigated  23 

Drainage  inspections  and  to,-'ts  6 

Factories P  Workshops  and  Workplaces  36 

W.C.  pans  brokrai  1 

Drains  and  W*C?s.  blocked  4 

Earth  Closets  not  emptied  4 

Cesspool  overflowing  1 

School  Sanitary  Arrangements  defective  1 

Sanitary  Dustbins  provided  3 

Defective  sink  was-te  1 

Burst  pipe  1 

Defective  flue  1 

Defective  .chimney  stack  1 

Defective  window  frame'  1 

Defective  plaster  1 

Roofs  leaking  2 

Meat  condemned  (apart  from  carcases)  6  ) 

lots  ^ ) 

Fish  condemned  2 

Eggs  condemned  3  tf 

Meat  and  Food  Bakehouses  19 

Slaughterhouses  10 

(NOTE:-  Carcases  are  examined  daily  by 
Meat  Inspector) 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds  46 


(Milk  samples 0  These  are  dealt  with  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspector) 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATED)  ACT,  1928 


Petroleum  Licences  Issued 
Quantity 

(Sgd* )  H.N.HEDGES,  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR. 

*  * 


'  15 
18,000 
gallons 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 


Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

24 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Measles  i 

223 

11 

Nil 

1/1/hooping  Cough 

42 

1 

Nil 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

C“i, 

Pneumonia 

3 

** 

m 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4' 

Nil 

( sgdo )  MALCOLM  GROSS 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH c 


-Public  Health 'Department , 
Market  Square, 

Kernel  Hempstead,  Herts, 

MG/FD. 

1st  September ,1942, 
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